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Mimovlidne environmentilne organizicie a aktivity

Mimovlddne organizicie - zndme pod medzindrodnou skratkou NGOs (Non-
Governmental Organisations) - za polstorocie svojej existencie prekonali vyvoj
porovnatelny vari len s dynamikou rastu problémov motivujiicich ich vznik. Podla
Roc¢enky medzindrodnych organizdcit (r. 1993/94) vzristol pocet len medzind-
rodnych NGOs v dekdde 1981-1991 z priblizne 9000 na viac ako 16 000, pricom
asi 1500 z nich md poradny $tattit OSN. V sticasnosti sa len zriedka vyskytne
deklardcia venovand niektorému z pal¢ivych problémov sveta, ktord by ignoro-
vala dlohu NGOs.

Zistit aspori priblizny poc¢et mimovlddnych organizicii na niZ3ich, teda regio-
nédlnych, ndrodnych a miestnych urovniach, prakticky nemoZno, rovnako, ako
nemoZno hovorit o demokracii ¢i participa¢nej demokracii bez spolupésobenia
NGOs.

Este vac3({ problém ako ¢o i len odhadniit kvantitu NGOs, je zmapovat cha-
rakter ich zamerania a pésobenia, zmysluplnost a efektivnost ich ¢innosti, podiel
na rozvoji poznania a sprivania, teda ich kvalitu. Ndro¢nost takejto ulohy by
v3ak nemala odrddzat od pokusov urobit z ¢asu na ¢as podobnu inventiru a vniest
viac svetla do tejlo nezdvislej, Casto démonizovanej, neraz nepohodlnej, v tradic-
nych kategéridich nepomenovatelnej a byrokraticky nevykdzatelnej problemati-
ky.

Obdobie po r. 1989, ktoré sa okrem iného spdja aj s obnovenim skuto¢nej
slobody prejavu, zhromaZdovania a spolcovania, charakterizuje aj u nds rychly
rozvoj tzv. tretieho sektoru”. Od jari 1994 koordinuje aktivity tychto mimovldd-
nych organizdcii Grémium tretieho sektoru, ktorého vznik iniciovala II. Stupav-
skd konferencia.

Environmentilne zamerané NGOs, ktorych organizany zirodok vznikol na
Slovensku prdve pred 25 rokmi, si zndmejsie pod ndzvom ,ochrandri’ .- povaZu-
ju sa za jeden zo 4 hlavnych pridov v rdmci 3. sektoru. Pfe sa o tom v dvod-
nych ¢linkoch Zivotného prostredia, ktoré drzite v rukdch. Prind3ame aj kriticku
reflexiu, resp. sebareflexiu nisho sd¢asného environmentilneho hnutia. Dalia
¢ast prispevkov sa zameriava na jeho medzindrodny kontext s dérazom na vyvoj
od Konferencie OSN o Zivotnom prostredf a rozvoji, ktor sa konala v juni 1992
v Riu de Janeiro. Prezentujeme aj priklady projektov, alternatfvnych koncepcif
a stanovisk vypracovanych NGOs, ako aj vlastné mimovlddne environmentilne
organizicie, ktoré sd ich nositemi. Pri vybere sme klddli déraz na tie, ktorych
¢innost predstavuje citelny prinos v oblasti tvorby, prenosu, 3frenia, interpreticie
a implementicie novych poznatkov.
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Non-governmental environmental organizations
and activities

Non-governmental organizations - well-known under the abbreviation NGOs
(Non-Governmental Organizations), during the half century of their existence
showed such a progress which is possible to compare only with the dynamics of
the grouth of the problems motivating their arise. According to the Yearbook of
international organizations (year 1993-1994) increased the number of internatio-
nal NGOs in the decade 1981-1991 from approximately 9 000 to more than 16 000
(cca 1 500 of them have advisory statute of UNO). At present almost hardly exists
declaration devoted to certain serious problems of the world ignorating the NGOs.

It is almost impossible to determine the number of non-governmental organi-
zations on lower (regional, national and local) level, as it is impossible to speak
about democracy without cooperation with NGOs. More complicated is to esti-
mate the quality of NGOs, mapping the character of their activity, significance
and efficiency of their activity, the share in development of knowledge and
behaviour.

The exacting character of this task ought not to discourage us from experien-
ces to make from time to time a similar inventory and to bring more fight to this
independent, often demonized, unpleasant problem.

The period after the year 1989 is also connected with the renewal of real
freedom of speech and gathering, it is characterized with the quick development
of the so called ,third sector”. From spring 1994 the activities of these non-
governmental organizations are coordinated by the Gremium of the Third Sector,
the forming of which was initiated by the IInd Conference in Stupava.

Environmental NGOs, the organization of which began 25 years ago, are
known under the term ,protectors”, however they regard themselves as one of
the 4 main trends within the third sector.

It is mentioned in the introductory articles of the revue Zivotné prostredie
you hold in your hand. We bring also a critical reflection, and/or self-reflection
of our present environmental movement. Another part of the articles is aimed at
its international context with emphasis on the development from the UN Confe-
rence on Environment and Development held in June 1992 in Rio de Janeiro. We
also present examples of projects, alternative conceptions and attitudes elabora-
ted by NGOs, as well as our own non-governmental environmental organizations.
In their choize we put emphasis on those ones the activity of which means
a concrete result in the field of formation, transfer, interpretation and implemen-
tation of new knowledge.
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