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Environmentalne fetiSe a povery

“Povery, fetiSe, iluzie a spol.” povazuje clovek dvadsiateho prvého sto-
roCia za cosi ak uz nie prekonané, tak urcite okrajové, postupne zanikajtice.
Vedecka predstava o fungovani sveta takéto haraburdy predsa vyhnala
z nasho Zzivota. Lenze ony sa vracajui zadnymi vratkami. Predstavy a hy-
potézy pretavené do metodik sa uz nezaoberaju ¢ciernymi mackami, komi-
narmi,... ale aj teraz nam obcas pontkaju zjednodusené videnie sveta,
klamlivi orientaciu, iltiziu o schopnosti predvidat. Domnievame sa, ze
systém by mal fungovat takto, lebo tak to bude logické, zrozumitelné,
dobré, pekné...

Tienistou strankou historicky nebyvalého tempa rozvoja vedy a techni-
ky je uponahlanosf, nedostatok prileZitosti na vynorenie sa z pradu ¢i
poodstupenie a zamyslenie. Ludstvo sa na svojej ceste za poznanim
a ovladnutim svojho prostredia domnieva, ze jednoznatne vie, kam ta
cesta vedie. Samozrejme k cielu. Ale vieme, ¢o je cielom? A ak ano, ako
vieme, Ci sa k nemu priblizujeme?

Mnohé environmentalne koncepcie a pojmy boli prijaté velmi rychlo,
nekriticky, priam spontanne. Zial, pri overovani a z neho vyplyvajucej
nedovery, vykazuji velki inerciu a so spontannosfou ich zaniku nemozno
ratat.

Povery, fetise, iliizie, ale aj metafory nahravajui nasej myslienkovej po-
hodlnosti. V kritickych situaciach vsak neposkytuji ani oporu, ani zdruku
ucelného konania.

Akokolvek sa predstavy o fundamentalizme v dosledku vojny na Bliz-
kom Vychode ¢ teroristického ttoku na WTC spajaju v ostatnom Case
najma s nabozenstvom, tento svetonazorovy postoj ma ovela §irsi areal
rozsirenia. Aj vo sférach vedeckych nachadzame prvky fundamentalizmu.
Prejavuju sa nechufou ku kritickej sebareflexii, neochotou k nezaujatej
diskusii, presvedtenim o vlastnej pravde. Zdmerom tohto ¢isla je tato
“fundamentalne profesiondlnu” slepotu a tvrdohlavost trochu nabuirat.

Mikulas J. Lisicky, Jaroslav Boha¢



282

Kontakty

J. Vrdblikovd, P. Dvoiik: Zdhadni
koule v Podkrusnohori .......... 331

Aktuality

J. Liptay: Symbidza kultirneho a prirod-
ného deditstva ................. 283
M. Kozovi: Kolokvium krajinarskych
Iatediet ... .ommussmmmmsan s 284
D. Petrikovd, J. Keppl: O bytovej
politike
Z. Izakovicova: Krajinné planovanie
v2l.storofi .......oivviininian, 333

Recenzie

L. Thurzo: Archeoldgia krajiny ....... 335

Contents

M. J. Lisicky: The Underhandedness

of Environmental Metaphors

and Parables ................... 285
E. Smolkovi: Problematic Fundamen-

tal Theses of Some Environmental

CORCEPIS «onnwmn e summmaaaas 290
M. Gottlieb, I. Hanouskova: Myths
i Our TORko8™ il e ins 295

M. Ruzicka: Sustainability of Myths,
Illusions and Fetishes
M. Lapka: Fetishes in the Environment -

Pitfalls of Inspiration ............ 301
E. Halada: Creation of Landscape and
Habitats: Reality or Illusion? ..... 304

I. Hanouskovd, M. Gottlieb: History
Within Present Days, Present Days
in History (Myths Around Sustai-
nable Development)

Z. Izakovigovi, D. Stefunkovi:
Implementation of the Model
Elements of the Territorial System
of Ecological Stability in the
Agricultural Landscape

Tribune

S. Komdrek: Environmental Witch-

craft ... 318
P. Devin: Fetishes and Dogmas in the

Nature Protection .............. 319
J. Ungerman: Snowbound Myths

on the Anti-Flood Protection ..... 321
M. Barto3: On Hopes for Sustainable

L vacvivnmmennme e 323

Environmental Fetishes and Superstitions

Superstitions, fetishes and illusions are generally considered by people
of the 21*" century to be something marginal, if not obsolete and slowly
becoming extinct. It seems that scientific view of the world should have
wiped such junk out of our life. But, somehow, they do return using the
back door. Conceptionsand hypotheses melted into methodologiesdo not
deal with black cats and chimney-cleaners. But even now they are some-
times offering a simplified vision of the world, misleading orientations,
illusions on our ability to predict. We assume that the system should work
this or that way because it is logical, comprehensible, good, pretty.

The drawback of the unprecedented development of science and tech-
nology is hastiness, lack of opportunities to rise up from the stream or to
withdraw for a while and contemplate. A mankind believes that - on its
way to cognition and master the environment - it knows where the way
leads. To the destination, of course. But do we really know what is the
destination? And if so, how do we know that we are approaching it?

Many environmental concepts were accepted precipitously, uncriti-
cally, and downrightspontaneously. Unfortunately they manifest a strong
resistance even at verification and it can be hardly counted on their spon-
taneous termination.

Superstitions, fetishes, illusions, but also metaphors cater to our comfor-
tableness of thinking. But under critical conditions they do not provide
neither recourse nor warranty for useful action.

Due to the war in the Near East or the terrorist attack on WTC, the term
fundamentalismis mostly understood as referring to religion. But this kind
of world-view is far more spread. We do find traces of fundamentalism
even in the science. They show up in dislike for critical self-reflectionand
open-minded discussions, in the belief of one’s gospel truth. The goal of
this issue is to make a dent in this “fundamentally professional” blindness
and stubbornness.
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