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Materidly, s ktorymi prichddzame denne do styku

Slovo material patri k existencnym pojmovych archetypom. Od za-
ciatku nasho spoluzitia s prirodou si berieme jej dary, opractivame ich,
spractivame, pretvarame, ddvame im tvar a funkciu. Materidlom sa v is-
tom zmysle stalo takmer vSetko, aj voda a vzduch. V procese pretvdrania
darov prirody sme postupne zistili, Ze sme zasli daleko do slepej ulicky,
najmé zrod environmentalneho vedomia nastolil poziadavku hladania
alternativ. Tu nardzame na logicky pojmovy problém. Pri alternativach
potrebujeme vztaznu ststavu. Umelo vyrobené materidly boli kedysi al-
ternativou voci prirodnym, plasty sa stali alternativou dreva a podobne.
Dnes sa ndzorovo vraciame spit a za alternativu povazujeme nepretvore-
né alebo len spracované prirodné materidly. Alternativnost zrejme musi-
me vztahovat k aktudlnej konvencnosti. Alternativou technokratickej
stucasnosti sa stdva systém tradicnych hodnét, alebo pre inych perspekti-
va jemne vyladenych high-tech rieseni.

Nehladiac na najlepsie timysly vyskumnikov celého sveta, priemy-
selnd a ekonomicka ¢innost ma nevyhnutné negativne environmental-
ne dosledky, lebo tieto aktivity podliehaji nedprosnej druhej vete ter-
modynamickej. Preto sa zdujem vyspelej priemyselnej sféry zacal orien-
tovat na technoldgie, ktoré maju v danej etape vyvoja najnizsie negativne
environmentalne dosledky. Avsak materialy, ktoré nds obklopuju a s kto-
rymi dennodenne prichddzame do styku, maju na ¢loveka este kom-
plexnejsi a zlozitejsi vplyv. Tento vplyv casto ani nevieme kvalitativne
vyjadrit, nie ho este kvantifikovat. Na ktoré materidly sa teda oriento-
vat a aku by mali mat kvalitu? Kvalitu tychto materidlov urcuje séria
znakov a charakteristik popisujucich ich schopnost vyhoviet stanove-
nym alebo predpokladanym poziadavkam. Metody vyskumu a hodno-
tenia naznacenych javov sui také réznorodé, ze si zasluhuju osobitnu
pozornost. Pokusili sme sa v prvom rade prestavit rozne materidly v kaz-
dodennej interakcii s ¢lovekom. Naznacili sme aj cesty, ktorymi by sa
mal uberat ich dalsi vyvoj a vyroba.

Robert Spacek, Juraj Ladomersky



170

Esej

M. Luridkova: Medziludské vzfa-
hy a civilizdcia ...

Aktuality

Z. Izakovicova: Blahozelame.....
M Siiri: Politici deklarovali vélu
zvysit podiel obnovitelnych
zdrojov energie .......cveveeenas
J. Svajda: Monitoring a manaz-
ment navstevnikov v rekre-
acnych a chranenych tze-

Recenzie

T. Hrncéiarovd: Poda ako prirod-
ny zdroj a prostredie Zivota .
J. Drdos: Krajinné planovanie pre

Contents

E. Bodova, A. Gajarska, D. Badu-
rovd: Application of the En-
vironmental Requirements in
Everyday Products ..............

P. Rusko, A. Koraus: Ecolabelling,
LCA, Ecodesign and Green
Marketing .........ccooeeviniiiens

E. Nagy: Environmental Asses-
sment of Building Materials,
Constructions and Buildings

H. Pifko: Alternative Building
Materials and Technologies .

P. Daniel: Alternative of Paper
Furniture .. -

V. Navritil: [nf[uence of Furmt‘u-
re on the Quality of the Living
Environment .. -

V. Stefka: Wood and Formalde-
hyde in the Living Environ-

N. Stevulovd, M. Bélintovd, A.
Neupauerova: Laminated Flo-
orings as a Source of Volatile
Organic Compounds ...........

S. Katuscéak, M. Smolar, M. Vrs-
ka, K. Vizdrova: Developmen-

218

171

219

220

222

222

173

178

182

188

194

198

201

205

Materials we use every day

The word material is an existential conceptual archetype. From the
beginning of our coexistence with nature we use its gifts, we process and
change them, give them shape and function. Material is almost every-
thing, including water and air. In changing the gifts of nature we have
gradually discovered that we got to a deadlock. Especially the rise of envi-
ronmental awareness raised the demand to search alternatives. Here we
meet a logical conceptual problem. When talking about alternatives, we
need a relative system. In the past artificially produced materials were an
alternative to the natural ones, plastics became alternatives of wood etc.
Today, conceptually we go back and we consider unchanged or only basi-
cally-processed natural materials as alternative ones. However, alternati-
veness must be related to the actual conventionality. An alternative to the
technocratic presence became a system of traditional values for someone
or a perspective of delicately tuned-up high-tech solutions for others.

Overlooking the best intentions of scientists from all over the world,
industrial and economic activity has unavoidable negative environmen-
tal consequences as these activities are subject to inexorable second ther-
modynamic theorem. Therefore the interest of developed industrial sphe-
re has begun to orient towards technologies that have the smallest negati-
ve environmental impact. However the materials around us, that we use
every day, have more complex influence on man. This influence often can
be hardly expressed qualitatively not even quantitatively. On which ma-
terials should we concentrate and what quality they ought to be? The
quality of materials is determined by set of properties that describe their
ability to suit the established or assumed demands. The methods of rese-
arch and assessment of properties are so various that they deserve spe-
cial attention. First of all we tried to present different materials in every-
day interaction with man. We marked out also the ways the development
and production ought to continue. .

Robert Spacek, Juraj Ladomersky
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