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Uték z mésta

Meésto, nebo obecnéji feceno urbanni prostor, je prostfedim, které si
clovek vytvoril k tomu, aby lépe prezil. Ve vyvoji lidstva sehravalo vzdy
dilezitou roli, kterd se béhem casu, pochopitelné, ménila. V kazdém
pripadé vSak koncentrace lidi na pomérné malém prostoru vedla k délbé
prace a nastartovani primyslového rozvoje. Dodnes se mozno divat na
mésta jako na centra ekonomiky a moci ve srovnani s jejich rurdlnim
zazemim.

Z historické perspektivy se mésto zda byt systémem, jehoz vyvoj je
fizen pfevazné pozitivnimi zpétnymi vazbami. Procesy koncentrace eko-
nomiky a moci vedly zpravidla k dal$imu ndrtstu jeho obyvatel, vétSinou
na tkor venkova. Rist mést a vylidnovani venkova jsou tedy komple-
mentdrnimi procesy vcetné polarizace prislusnych zivotnich styla. Mést-
sky se az doneddvna povazoval za nadfazeny venkovskému.

Tento systém se v3ak dostal do bodu, kdy mésto zacina byt uz tak
velké, a prostfedi v ném tak vzdalené prostfedi cloveku fylogeneticky pri-
rozenému, Ze Zit ve mésté se uz nemusi povazovat za vyhodu. Otdazkou
ale ztistava, zda koncentracni trend lze zvratit v tom smyslu, Ze by se mésta
zacala ,rozpoustét” ve svém ruralnim zazemi.

Monotematické é&islo Zivotniho prostiedi se zabyva odchodem lidi
z mést za lepSim prostfedim. Soustfeduje se pfitom na jeden z aspekti
vztahu rurdlni-urbanni prostedi, a to na proces suburbanizace. Pouzije-
me-li ekologickou metaforu, Ize se na ,sty¢ny prostor” mezi méstem
a venkovem divat jako na ekoton svého druhu. A stejné jako kazdy jiny
ekoton, i suburbanni krajina je v posledni dobé charakterizovana velmi
dynamickymi procesy. Jednotlivé prispévky jsou zaméteny na hodnoceni
téchto procesti z pozic riiznych disciplin, pfedev$im prostorové saciolo-
gie a geografie.
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Escape from town

Town or, more generally speaking, urban space is an environment de-
signed by man whit the aim to better survive. In human history it was
playing an important role which changed during the time. Anyway, con-
centration of people in a relatively small space led to the division of labo-
ur and starting of industrial development. Up to now towns can be consi-
dered centres of economy and powe, compared to their rural background.

Viewed from historical perspective, town could be considered a system
development of which is driven mainly by positive feedbacks. The pro-
cesses of concentration of economy and power led usually to further in-
crease of its inhabitants, mainly at the expense of rural landscape. The
expansion of towns and depopulation of the country are thus compli-
mentary processes, including polarization of styles of life, the urban style
being considered superior to the rural one.

However this system has reached the point when town becomes so
large and its environment so far from that which is phylogenetically ap-
propriate to humans living, that living in town has ceased to be perceived
as advantage. However, there is still a question open whether or not the
concentration trend culd be reversed in a way that towns begin to ,des-
solve” in their rural background.

The monothematic issue of the journal Zivotné prostredie deals with
move of urban people to better environment. The attention is paid to one
of aspects of the relationship between rural-urban environment, to the
process of sub-urbanization. If we use an ecological metaphore we can
view the ,contact space” between a town and a country as an ecotone of
some kind. As in case of any other ecotone, as well the sub-urban landscape
is recently characterized by rather dynamic processes. Particular contri-
butions forming this issue are aimed at evaluation of these processes from
the perspective of different disciplines, mainly spatial sociology and geo-
graphy.
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